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Notes from the Editor 
 

Hello all 
Here we are again, back in lockdown and perhaps experiencing the frustration that 
our bees must suffer each winter when they are battened down, but at least they can 
fly out and meet their friends. 
 
The business of the Association ticks over, the committee meeting at normal times 
with the help of ZOOM. Carol must be congratulated for organising some excellent 
virtual talks, with the help of Lewis Turner on the technical side. Our thanks to both 
of them. I will report on the actual talks later.  
 
I, unlike Ged Marshall (see later), have seen a large increase in ‘at the door’ honey 
sales and have put it down to increased footfall past my sign by furloughed people 
out walking and that would normally be working. I would also speculate that some of 
it is related to the ‘healthy’ image of honey and its potential for natural therapy. In 
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fact, manuka honey has been shown to have a virucidal effect against the influenza 
virus (Watanabe et al. 2014) and there is ongoing research to investigate whether 
honey can have a similar effect on SARS Cov-2, also an enveloped virus. Another 
product that may be useful is propolis, the resinous material produced by honeybees 
from foraged plant exudates that we regularly encounter. It has long been used in 
traditional herbal medicine and the Covid-19 pandemic has renewed interest in these 
products worldwide. Indeed, various aspects of the SARS Cov-2 infection 
mechanism via the viral spike protein that we hear so much about are potential 
targets for propolis, thus could have impacts on coronavirus induced lung 
inflammation, fibrosis and immune system suppression (Aperecida Beretta et al. 
(2020) It will be interesting to see what the results from future research will throw up. 
For the above references see end of page 14. 
 
Finally, here are a couple of old prints from my collection of honeybee ephemera that 
I find amusing and that thought that you may like. Enjoy them. 
. 

 
 

Plate 1 Cartoon appearing in Punch magazine 1840 (see the cartoon footnote) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Plate 2. For the Bee Farmers amongst you 
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I hope that you and your bees are well and that you all have a ‘MERRY’ Christmas 
and a Happier New Year 
 

Chairman’s Report 
	

I hope that everyone is well and making progress with their winter jobs.  
 
If I may start with a word of caution on bee food supplies. Due to the wet weather the 
bees don’t seem to have been able to bring in much ivy nectar and pollen and due to 
the warm weather the bees have been going through the stores at an alarming rate. 
Those I fed Mid-September needed feeding again but those fed later in the month 
seem to have maintained their weight. Please check your bees and see if they need 
fondant (too late now for syrup) and be on your toes in spring. Contrary to what is 
widely believed bees will use most of their stores for spring build-up and only a small 
proportion for keeping warm in winter. I’ve found that the bees can go through 10lb 
of stores in February and 20lb in March. If your bees are light between now and 
March, make sure that they have plenty of fondant and give a liquid feed at the start 
of March before the supers go on. 
 
Now is the time for cleaning and repairing as well as making up any new equipment. 
It’s always good to have equipment to hand when needed. To clean and disinfect it I 
would recommend the following: 
 
Wood and metal: Scrape clean of most of the wax and propolis with a hive tool and 
then scorch with a blow torch. This will deal with all pathogens. The key to scorching 
is to see the wood go slightly darker. 
 
Plastic and Polyhives : Clean very carefully with a hive tool. Soak if you can in a 
1:5 soda solution (1 Kg of soda crystals to 5 litres of water) and this will turn propolis 
into a substance very easily wiped off and will disinfect most pathogens, but not, I 
believe, foul brood. To be belt and braces you may want to spray with a 1:5 v:v 
bleach solution. 
 
To store drawn comb I use 80% v:v Acetic acid and stack supers two at a time with a 
piece of old towel on top of the frames between each second super. I put them on a 
wooden floor and top off with an old hive roof to seal the fumes in. This will protect 
against wax moth and disinfect against nosema and chalk brood. You may want to 
repeat the treatment before spring and put the comb back onto colonies as soon as 
practicable in the spring, as wax moths will become more active as it gets warmer. 
Wax moths are particularly attracted to comb that has had brood in, as this is their 
protein source (old larval skins) so if you want to re-use brood comb take especial 
care of this.  
 
It is starting to look like things may be back to near normal by the time we want to 
open the association apiary so let’s hope it’s not too long before we can meet as in 
the past. In the meantime, I would encourage you all to take advantage of the Zoom 
meetings, the speakers that we have had so far have been excellent, Carol is doing 



	 4	

an excellent job in putting the programme together. Thanks also to Lewis for setting 
up and dealing with the technical aspects. 
 
I hope you all have a great festive season and have a much better New Year! 
	

A	Snapshot	of	our	President,	Sylvia	Pettitt	
	

When I talked to Sylvia we were initially socially distancing in the garden, until the 
rain came down and we had to retire to the conservatory for what was a very 
interesting discussion.  
 
As a girl Sylvia was always interested in the culinary arts and cooked for Lady 
Howard of Upend and for local people having dinner parties. After having the 
children, she subsequently got into business with a very successful small, local 
company called Simplegrow. Many of you will know of it as they produced growing 
kits, Parsley Pigs being one of their most famous products. There, she gained in 
management experience and buying, sales etc. as the company grew. During that 
time, she made a lot of contacts in the pottery business when their products were 
integrated into the growing kits. She said that she really loved the job and it was a 
good platform for later enterprises when she became a consultant and set up a small 
company called Silvaworx, and travelled abroad with a former sales colleagues 
assisting small companies and being successful in supermarkets. 
 
She told me that she had never set out to be a beekeeper and none of her 
grandparents or parents had been, but when her brother moved down from 
Doncaster to Suffolk in about 2002 she agreed to take on a couple of his run-down 
WBC hives with existing colonies. Other people donated bits of equipment, a friend 
gave her a swarm and she got started. She read a lot, her bible being like most of us 
‘A Guide to Bees and Honey’ by Ted Hooper, but a book called ‘Honey by the Ton’ 
by Oliver Field captured her imagination and perhaps is why she eventually a took 
up bee farming and became a member of Bee Farmers Association. She joined the 
WSBKA when Terry Bird was President and the rest is history. Mike Graystone 
‘taught her everything’, with Philip Draycott a very close second. In fact, she 
remembers Philip donating one his swarms, which he insisted on hiving for her, and 
later remembers him leaving another swarm hanging on the gate! 
 
As I said before, she started with two WBC’s, but expanded rapidly with the help of 
her husband John who took sole responsibility for constructing all of the brood 
boxes, supers and other equipment and indeed helped with lifting and did all of the 
extraction. She then rapidly expanded to twenty-six hives, a mixture of Standard 
Nationals and Commercials (not surprising as Mike uses them) and some 14 x 12’s, 
finally arriving at the current seventy. 
 
Mike Graystone, being her main mentor, Sylvia adopted two of his key principles, 
'topping and tailing’ to ensure adequate and well sited winter stores, and queen 
clipping to ensure that you don’t lose your bees when the swarming season starts. I 
have never been able to steel myself to clipping, but Sylvia described her fool-proof 
method and I can see the advantages, although I am not sure that I am ready for it 
yet. In relation to this, I did ask her what she considered to be her biggest boob in 
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her years of beekeeping. She described how one occasion she had previously seen 
a closed queen cell and suspected that the colony was superceding, having raised a 
new queen. During a later inspection, she found the queen and duly clipped her, only 
to find another one. Horror of horrors, she realised that she had clipped the virgin 
queen!!! I guess that we all have stories like that, but not everyone is willing to share 
them. 
 
In 2009 Lindsay Sampford, the local Bee Inspector was retiring and Sylvia was 
invited to apply online for the position, and was later interviewed at the National Bee 
Unit, Sand Hutton in Yorkshire. She interacts well with people and her previous 
experience made her good at handling the mixed bag of old and new beekeepers, 
where poor or maybe less advanced technique, is not uncommon. She made a good 
Inspector and carried on until about 2017.  
 
Sylvia had a period where she reared queens and supplied many of us with very 
good Danish x Buckfast queens and nuclei. I am hoping that she will start again 
soon. You will all know too that she has been very industrious in running our Honey 
Show since Zac had to give it up when he was ill. As a result, she was co-opted onto 
the Committee where she is very active and makes an excellent contribution, thus 
she was a natural choice for President. Unfortunately, Covid has disrupted the 
Honey Show cycle this year  
 
When I asked her if she had other hobbies she initially said no, there was not 
enough time alongside beekeeping for her and John, who also has his music, even 
during lockdown. However, on reflection she mentioned clothes and dogs as being 
her main interests, but her other hobby is art and abstract painting, in particular, 
coastal scenes, saying that she did quite a lot during 2004 and 2008 for selling in 
their daughters’ shop, which was very successful.  

 
We all know of Sylvia’s 
love of her dogs and I met 
the lovely Percy (Plate 3) 
and on the clothing front 
she is always very 
fashionable and 
glamorous, as you will all 
agree. 
 
Sylvia is quite reticent and 
not keen to talk about 
herself but I enjoyed 
drawing out some of her 
secrets. As you can see 
she has a lot of strings to 
her bow and is a great  

Plate 3 Sylvia and John’s Labradoodle, Percy 
 
asset to the Society. I am sure that you will all wish her and John (and Percy)  
good luck in the future and during her time as President.  
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Offered Articles 
 

Are we beekeepers damaging biodiversity? 
 
Background 
 
In mid-September my wife and I walked a 4km track around the 175 hectare 
Knettishall Heath (Suffolk Wildlife Trust) which is bordered by the Little Ouse.  
 
Knettishall Heath 

 
Reserve size 434 acres. 
Short heathland trail 
(1mile / 1⁄2hr) Long 
heathland trail (21⁄2 miles 
/11⁄2hrs) Short riverside 
trail (11⁄2 miles /1hr) Long 
riverside trail (21⁄2 miles 
/11⁄2hrs) Woodland trail 
(21⁄2 miles /11⁄2hrs) Pine 
trail (11⁄2 miles 
/1hr) Cattle grid 

 
 
 
 
Plate 4 A map of the Trust 
Site 
 

 
We were pleased to see large 
tracts of ling heather being visited 
by bumble bees and other insects. 
I wrote to the warden, Samantha 
Norris, asking if I could place a 
couple of beehives there next 
year. Win, win, I might get heather 
honey and surely my bees would 
help pollination. She replied: 
 
“We have had several similar 
requests in the past. However, 
advice from our entomology 
specialist and others suggests that 
bee hives can have a  
 
Plate 5 The Heath 
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significant negative impact on our local native populations of pollinators, including 
solitary bees, bumblebees, hoverflies etc. Unfortunately, we are unable to help you 
at this time.” 
 
The Times (30 Sept 2020) published an article ‘Honey trap as city hives leave wild 
bees at risk’ quoting a report from Kew Gardens which says that campaigns 
encouraging people to save bees have resulted in “an unsustainable proliferation of 
urban beekeeping” and this could do “more harm than good”. Recorded hives in 
London have more than doubled in a decade from 2,287 to 4,844. 
 
And it’s not only London. The Brussels Times (14 Oct 1920) reported “Brussels 
wants to stop unfettered growth in beehives”.  
The environmental agency plans to remove all the hives, previously encouraged, 
from nature sites it manages. 
https://www.brusselstimes.com/brussels-2/90095/brussels-wants-to-stop-unfettered-
growth-in-beehives-wild-honey-biodiversity-hives-pollution-climate-apiarist/ 
 
Evidence 
 
So, what is the evidence that honey bees, or an excess of them, can damage our 
ecosystem? Samantha kindly sent me the following references which I’ve attempted 
to summarise: 
 
Proceedings of the Royal Society, 2016. ‘Experimental evidence that honeybees 
depress wild insect densities in a flowering crop’. 
Honeybee and wild pollinator numbers in Sweden were compared in 23 fields of 
oilseed rape (OSR) hosting 624 beehives and 21 fields of OSR remote from 
beehives. Wild pollinators were significantly reduced in the fields with beehives. 
https://royalsocietypublishing.org/doi/full/10.1098/rspb.2016.1641 
 
 
Nature, 2018. ‘Controlling the impact of managed honeybees on wild bees in 
protected areas’. 
Sites with and without honeybees were compared in conservation areas rich in 
rosemary in Mediterranean scrubland in southern France. High density beekeeping 
reduced numbers of wild bees by 55% and these bees collected 50% less nectar 
and pollen than wild bees with no competition.  
Of interest to all beekeepers: more nectar per hive was collected from sites with few 
beehives compared with sites with many hives. 
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-018-27591-y 
 
 
Nature, 2019. ‘Honeybees disrupt the structure and functionality of plant-pollinator 
networks’. 
A three-year study in Tenerife concluded ‘High-density beekeeping in natural areas 
appears to have a lasting, more serious, negative impact on biodiversity than was 
previously assumed’. 
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-019-41271-5 
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PLOS ONE, 2019. ‘Wild pollinator activity is negatively related to honeybee colony 
densities in an urban context’. 
The authors note that cities are perceived as shelters for pollinators because of low 
pesticide exposure and a high floral diversity. This has led to environmental policies 
promoting urban beehives which have thus increased markedly in recent years.  
This Parisian study again confirms that increase in urban beehives is negatively 
correlated with the numbers of wild pollinators. 
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0222316 
 
Conclusions 
 
There is no doubt that we beekeepers have benefitted from the interest of the public 
in the plight of insects in particular, and of biodiversity in general. I’m sure we all 
receive anxious enquiries from friends and neighbours as to the health of our bees. I 
usually reply that honeybees themselves are not endangered - our hobby has 
burgeoned. For many years, I was the only beekeeper in Drinkstone, now there are 
five and I fear I may be partially responsible! If folk ask, “How can I help the bees?” I 
usually reply “Plant more flowers and trees”. 
 
I am dreading the first accusation in casual conversation that we beekeepers are 
partially to blame for the sad decline of butterflies, moths and hoverflies, thus 
explaining the paucity of swallows and swifts and insect-kill on our windscreens. 
 
Of course, loss of habitat, pesticide use, air pollution etc. are probably more 
damaging to biodiversity than are beekeepers. Nevertheless, I was rather surprised 
that my request to place a couple of hives at Knettishall Heath was declined - but I 
now understand the reasoning. 
 
Giles Youngs 
 
Ed. I have a colleague at the Suffolk Wildlife site at Lackford Lakes who is an expert 
on solitary bees and has been haranguing me for the last five years about 
honeybees competing with them for nutrients! 
 

 
Reports on WSBKA ZOOM meetings 

	
Varroa	resistance	in	Honeybees	by	Professor	Steve	Martin	
	
Steve presented an exceedingly interesting presentation via ZOOM on the subject of 
natural varroa resistant honeybees. I’m afraid that I mislaid my notes so this will only 
be brief and I hope accurate. 
 
He started by talking about deformed wing virus (DWV) which according to him rarely 
hits colonies in the absence of varroa, the majority of DWV infected bees having 
normal wings. He and his team of postdoctoral researchers work both in the UK and 
across the world examining this phenomenon and it is apparently more common than 
might be expected, particularly where no treatment has been applied to colonies for a 
number of years.  
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He explained that honeybees are unique among social insects in that brood cells are 
re-used, rather than rebuilt. Thus, hygienic behaviour ie. the detection and removal of 
diseased and infected brood is an important aspect of the honeybee’s lifestyle and 
detection and uncapping of potentially infected cells and subsequent recapping of 
healthy ones is crucial. I asked him how the bees know which cells to uncap and he 
speculated that a physical property such as presence/lack of movement or 
temperature change, sound or a chemical odour, or both, were the cues, but more 
research is required to clarify this. 
 
Hygienic behaviour, either genetic or learnt, is the primary mechanism of resistance, 
and Martin’s team is working with varroa-free colonies in various parts of the world, 
including a big study with beekeepers in Wales and parts of England to clarify this. 
The colonies adapt to being low in numbers or varroa-free after a period where no 
treatments have been applied, with hygienic behaviour reducing the mite load. He 
would not however, advise withdrawing treatment suddenly, only by careful reduction 
in the time or amount of treatment, with careful monitoring. 
	
A	Year	in	the	Life	of	a	Bee	Farmer	by	Ged	Marshall	
	
I had never met Ged Marshall (British Honey Producers) but he is a very easy going, 
light-hearted fellow and gave a fascinating talk about his life as a bee farmer, season 
by season, starting in August after the honey is taken off. He described his very 
pragmatic approach to managing about 125 colonies for honey production (about 10 
tonnes/year) and >600 polynuclei for queen rearing.  
	
He acknowledged that this season had been different in some ways, in that sales at 
the door had dropped dramatically due to the pandemic, mainly due to people not 
taking holidays in his region.  
 
Ged replaces queens after they are two years old as they generally run out of sperm 
in the third year. He is known for his queen rearing, supplying Danish x Buckfast 
queens, which in my and others experience are excellent. He explained that he has 
trained his daughter in grafting and she is on the brink of taking over that side of the 
business as he said with a twinkle in his eye, ’She much better at grafting than me’, 
although he qualified this saying, ‘Well not better, but she has the advantage of 
keener eyesight which is a necessity in this business’. He will in his retirement 
concentrate more on boosting honey production. 
 
Ged also talked about some of his hobby horses, ways that help him to cut corners 
and streamline the business: 
 
He advocates the use of shallow roofs to reduce the weight of hives in terms of 
lifting. This in my opinion is debatable as in windy and unsheltered locations light 
roofs may be blown off. Secondly, he has devised a system where he inspects less 
often and certainly not every 7-9 days. He argued that it is not only bad to disturb the 
bees this often, but for a bee farmer, too time consuming. He relies on spotting 
swarms and re-queening with his home-bred queens and routinely puts out bait 
hives. He also makes up nuclei to replace the 5-10% of colonies that he loses over 
the winter. Most interestingly, he has only ever used solid floors and with no 
insulation, arguing that he has compared them with open mesh and found little 
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difference, and pointed out that Steve Martin our previous speaker considers open 
mesh floors to be detrimental. This may be difficult to accept by less experienced 
beekeepers who have been brought using open mesh floors. 
 
Finally, I was interested to hear him advocate using re-claimed and very antiquated 
equipment and not to waste money on appearances (it was very evident from his 
pictures!), which rather reassured me as I have always been of the same view, much 
to the chagrin of our retired President Philip Draycott who is very ‘sniffy’ about my 
gear. I do, however, make sure that it is all well cleaned and sterilised.  
 
Ged kept us amused for over an hour, plus at least thirty minutes of questions. 
 
Roger Merry 
 

Our Future Monthly Meetings 
 

January 14th: Margaret Murdin, Master Beekeeper, Chair of BBKA Trustees: The 
Queen 
 
February 11th: AGM and Steve Riley, Westerham BKA Education Officer: Finding 
Varroa-tolerant Bees 
 
March 11th: Norman Carreck, research scientist of bees at Sussex University and 
publisher of bee-related books: What have more than ten years of surveys told us 
about global honey bee colony losses 
 
April 8th: Elli Leadbeater, ecologist and evolutionary biologist: subject to be 
confirmed 
 

I and ESBKA Meetings 
 
You may be interested to join these ZOOM meetings using the links below: 

 
 

  	

Wed 
9th 
Decem
ber 
7:30p
m 

Chronic 
Bee 
Paralysis 
Virus & 
Nutrition
.  
Theodora 
Comman
deur 

We, the East Anglian beekeeping association members, fund Theodora’s PhD 
study. Her supervisors are Prof Giles Budge of Newcastle University (where 
she is) and Prof David Evans of St Andrew’s Uni. David is a Virologist & 
well known for his excellent weekly blog The Apiarist. 

Zoom link: https://newcastleuniversity.zoom.us/j/83713115462 

Meeting ID: 837 1311 5462 
Passcode: 445300 

Wed 
6th 

Making 
beeswax 
wraps  

A local beeswaxwrapper based in Woodbridge 
https://www.bevsecoproducts.co.uk/ 
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Januar
y 
7:30p
m 

Bev 
Rogers 

Zoom link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8835042060?pwd=akM2bG9PTzFUUmlmWTZ3
Y0NQMmdBZz09   Meeting ID: 883 504 2060, Passcode: buzz 
 

Wed 
20th 
Januar
y 
7:30p
m 

Use of 
Nucs in 
Beekeepi
ng 
Operatio
ns 
Dr Jamie 
Ellis 

Dr. Ellis is the Gahan Endowed Professor of Entomology in the Department 
of Entomology and Nematology at the University of Florida.  
Jamie is a past speaker at the National Honey Show. As part of his outreach 
work he has an excellent weekly podcast - Two bees in a podcast: 
http://entnemdept.ufl.edu/honey-bee/podcast/ 
 
Zoom link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85013378345?pwd=WUoxNytCSnJJblRBcFJOU3
lGVHZIZz09 
 
Meeting ID: 850 1337 8345 
Passcode: 064214 

Wed 
3rd 
Feb 
7:30p
m 

10 
minute 
talk: 
Dycing 
with 
honey 
Our very 
own 
Richard 
Allen 

How to make soft-set honey by the Dyce method. 
 
Zoom link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8835042060?pwd=akM2bG9PTzFUUmlmWTZ3
Y0NQMmdBZz09   Meeting ID: 883 504 2060, Passcode: buzz 

Wed 
17th 
Feb 
7:30p
m 

Bees 
Abroad 
Richard 
Ridler 

Richard will give some insights into the many differences between keeping 
honey bees in sub-Saharan Africa and UK. He will finish by explaining how 
Bees Abroad go about improving the livelihoods of poor rural communities 
through beekeeping.     

Richard is a Master Beekeeper, the Chair of Bees Abroad and past Chair of 
Essex BKA. 
 
Zoom link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83592723559?pwd=RTM4bVY0bXlkTjFISUpkN
y9EbW1uQT09 
 
Meeting ID: 835 9272 3559 
Passcode: 312894 

Wed 
3rd 
Mar 
7:30 
pm 

10 
minute 
talk: 
The eyes 
have it 
Our very 
own 
Jeremy 
Quinlan 

It’s all about the eyes, three simple & two complex eyes 

Zoom link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8835042060?pwd=akM2bG9PTzFUUmlmWTZ3
Y0NQMmdBZz09   Meeting ID: 883 504 2060, Passcode: buzz 
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Wed 
17th 
Mar 
7:30 
pm 

A 
lifetime 
with 
Bees 
Barrie 
Powell 

From starting out with bees as a 12 year old … 

Zoom link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85079411515?pwd=UHJiNjZwOXRlTXFWOUh
NdmVqaWJjZz09 

Meeting ID: 850 7941 1515 
Passcode: 817241 

 
 

Other Items of Interest 
 
Philip Draycott has written a book that has just been published. Here is the flyer. I 
can thoroughly recommend it, a very interesting read. 
 
 

 
 
 

A 
n evocative book which details the revolution in agriculture over the past 
century as seen through the eyes of the Chadacre Agricultural Institute has 

just been published. 

A Hundred Years of Suffolk Farming offers a definitive account of the vast changes 
in mechanisation, education and research which have transformed the way farmers 
work, not just in our county but across the nation. 

This elegant and well illustrated publication will be a must read for hundreds of 
Chadacre students who honed their farming skills at the institute - and the 
thousands of people in the region associated with the land. 

It has been written by Philip Draycott who not only farms at Wickhambrook but 
has devoted a lifetime to science and in particular agricultural research. His 
knowledge, interest and first hand experience of farming shine out from every page. 

 

“The hundred years of farming “The hundred years of farming “The hundred years of farming “The hundred years of farming 
described here have witnessed described here have witnessed described here have witnessed described here have witnessed 
more change than the preceding more change than the preceding more change than the preceding more change than the preceding 
thousand.”thousand.”thousand.”thousand.”    

    

The Institute, nestling between Hartest and Shimpling, was the brainchild of 
Edward Guinness, the 1st Earl of Iveagh and the great grandson of the founder of 
the world famous brewery. Shortly after World War I he bought Chadacre Hall 
plus 600 acres of farmland and gifted it to a Trust with sufficient finance to enable 
students to attend and stay for free. 

Between 1921 when it opened and its 
closure in 1988 it helped shape ‘1,400 
good, solid farmers.’ The spirit and 
aims of the Institute live on with funds 
from its sale generating income to 
support land skills across East Anglia. 

 

If you would like to talk to Philip 
about his book please 
e:p.draycott@btinternet.com or !!!! 
01440 820328 
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Message from Barry Crabtree (I and ESBKA) 
 
I wonder if it's worth pointing out to members that they might consider how many 
other Bee colonies are in their area if they are hoping to expand their numbers of 
apiaries next year. This echoes the article in Beecraft's magazine received today. 
There may well be less forage for rural bees, especially if the local farms have few 
trees or unclipped hedgerows and grow corn, sugar beet, onions, potatoes etc. - not 
much for bees, apart from an OSR feast early in the season. 
 
 
Withnell Sensors 
 
The WSBKA are not endorsing this product but the following is an E-mail from a guy 
called Phil O'Connor of this company. 

Hope all is well and you don’t mind the introduction to our company: 

We are temperature & humidity specialists who have helped many customers with 
specific environmental monitoring requirements. I understand that the temperature of 
your apiaries has a crucial part to play when it comes to the production of honey and 
also the wellbeing of your bees. 

We have a small data logger which will allow you to constantly monitor one or 
multiple hives remotely and send notifications if the internal temperature/humidity 
goes outside your set parameters. I have attached some more information so please 
have a look through that or get in touch should you wish to hear more. 
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